[Respiratory symptoms in schoolchildren in Toulouse. Influence of atmospheric pollution].
In order to get a better knowledge on respiratory illnesses of children in Toulouse, and to evaluate the influence of air pollution, 1,000 children between 8 and 11 years of age, living in five different areas of the city were observed during one year (March 1985-March 1986), together with the measure of twenty pollutants. A questionnaire was used to assess the history of respiratory diseases and the chronic respiratory pathology. According to the areas, no difference appeared, other than the frequent cough which is more important in an area with lower social income (p less than 0.01). The acute respiratory illnesses, as noted during the year of observation, had a different pattern according to the areas (p less than 0.0001). Amongst the five pollutants used for the analytic study through the cross-correlations, four: nitrogen monoxide and dioxide, black fumes, and ammonia particulate derivatives are related to the respiratory diseases.